
  

Affinity Credit Union 

- QUOTE - 

“Thank you for your re-

cent funding application 

for the Nutrition Pro-

gram initiative. Your ap-

plication was just one of 

many we received from 

across the province and, 

seeing the great work 

that comes from organi-

zations like yours, it's no 

wonder Saskatchewan 

communities are as 

healthy and vibrant as 

ever!” 

- Frederick Khonje  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Thanks for all of the support with our Education Week. We enjoyed a potluck, book fair, reading 

buddies, air bands, breakfast and a science competition. Thanks to our Education Week committee 

for organizing all of the events. Students were very busy! 

Teachers finished conducting student reading tests this month. Our staff uses this data to guide 

their instruction. Our scores improved dramatically last year and we are poised to make gains this 

year too! 

Thanks for completing the parent survey. We are touched by the support that we have in our com-

munity. Several parents/guardians responded that they would like an opportunity to volunteer in 

our school — that’s excellent! In the next couple of weeks, I will put together a list of opportunities 

that might interest potential volunteers. If you have a unique idea, please let me know! 

We are thrilled to announce that we were awarded a Breakfast for Learning Grant in the amount of  

$500 and an Affinity Credit Union grant of $1000. This money will be used to continue to promote 

healthy eating at our school. Thanks to SCC member Mrs. Merna Saretzky for all of her help.  

Teachers will be sending home Early Warning Letters with high school students this week. These 

letters are for students that achieve 55% or below in their classes. Please feel free to contact the 

classroom teacher for details if your child receives a letter. This initiative is all about making sure 

that you are informed of what is going on at school (academically). Parents/guardians have asked 

us for more communication in this area and we want to make sure we are meeting your needs. 

Mr. Ryan Heritage — Principal  

November 2015 
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SOCIAL STUDIES MONTH 

 

We are excited to announce that November is social studies month at VCS. Our Remem-
brance Day assembly is on November 9th at 11am. Everyone is welcome.   

 

- - - 

NOTES FROM OUR LIBRARY 

 

A BIG thank you to all the students, parents and community members who supported the 

Scholastic Book Fair. Thanks to your support, VCS was able to pick over $900 worth of 

books for our library. I would also like to thank my book fair volunteers, Kandis and Elaine.   

Congratulations to the grade 5/6 class who had the lucky family draw winner. The student 

was able to pick $25 worth of product from the Book Fair and Mrs. Kozuska was able to 

pick $25 worth of product for their classroom. 

Mrs. Wall will be working hard to get those books catalogued so that the students can 

read, read, read. 

In the next couple of weeks, Mrs. Wall will be setting up a display of posters and books that 

students will have the opportunity to win in a draw.  



 Notices 

SCRABBLE TILES NEEDED 

By Nancy Kirzinger 

             The Grade 3/4 class is in need of Scrabble tiles.  These are the letter tiles from the board game.  
We plan to use them for Spelling and Word Work activities.  If you have an old Scrabble game or an in-
complete set of tiles, we would appreciate the donation!   

BUS REMINDER 

By Bus Drivers 

             A friendly reminder not to pass the busses when they are parked at the school.  

A HARD GAME FOUGHT 

By Halea Oakes (VCS REPORTER) 

This month is full of hard working volleyball and football teams. Everyone is working very hard and 

are really showing it during games. I'm sure coaches are very proud of everyone's accomplishments so 

far. The junior boys volleyball team had a game on September 23rd at VCS against Humboldt but lost. 

However, the boys played another four games. Two on October 7th in Humbodlt against both Humboldt 

and Englfeld and again another two games on October 14th against St.Dominic and Englfeld and won all 

four games. These boys are working very hard and it sure shows in these last games! Congratulations 

boys you all are working very hard and sure show team spirit.  

Junior girls volleyball are doing a fantastic job this year so far as well. They have been doing a 

number of tournaments and working really hard. They had a tournament in Wakaw on September 26th  

were they played six games winning one against Colonsay but lost the rest. That was a lot of good practice 

for these girls. The girls had another mini tournament in Bellevue on October 1st, they played against 

Bellevue and St.Brieux. They lost both games but put in a great effort. On October 5th they play here at 

VCS against Bellevue, they lost the game but still came out strong with winning two out of five sets. In 

Humboldt on October 15th the girls played against St.Brieux and Humboldt but unfortunately lost both 

games. These girls are doing a fantastic job as their skills are getting better as the season keeps going.  

Senior girls have also been working hard this year with a game in Bruno on September 23rd but 

lost. They had another game at VCS against Muenster, they fought very hard and it was a close game but 

again unfortunately lost that game as well. The girls have been practicing extremely hard and you can see 

that when they get onto the court. With dedication, determination and more practice these girls come 

out shining in their next game they played. On October 7th at VCS they played against St.Brieux and won. 

However with winning comes losing and on October 14th they lost their game against Wakaw but like usu-

al played an excellent game! Good job girls we are very proud of you.  

… Continued on page 4. 



By: Halea Oakes — Our Viscount Central School Student Reporter  

… Continued from page 3. 

Football is a huge sport this year since it's our first game in 35 years. The boys had their first away 

game in Hanley on September 25th but lost. On October 1st it was the boys last home game and lost this 

one too. However this game was very special to the boys as it was their first time getting to a record 

setting of five touchdowns in one game. The boys have been practicing everyday and it is really showing 

off. Their last game was on October 16th in Outlook, they lost but this game was special as they had a rec-

ord breaking of five touchdowns in one game. This is a great way to end the football season. 

These teams are doing a wonderful job and should be very proud of themselves and each other. 

Good luck to everyone and congratulations on your wins.  Remember, “All the talent in the world won't 

take you anywhere without your team mates” -author unknown 

THE EXCITEMENT IS JUST STARTING 

A HARD GAME FOUGHT (CONTINUED) 

The school year is just starting and everyone is trying to get back into the ways of homework and 

participation with our popular clubs. The Senior SRC held our annual Terry Fox run on September 29th 

many students attended and participated in raising money for the cause. As a school we raised over 

$1700. You all did an amazing job especially the Kirzinger family for raising the most money and won the 

terry fox t-shirt. On October 8th the elementary students and staff held their annual Thanksgiving Day 

lunch. This was a success with the help of families donating food, the grade 3/4 class setting up and to the 

grade 5/6 class preparing the lunch and cleaning up afterwards. The school is starting to have have as-

semblies each month that are held by each classroom that are related to each months themes. October’s 

month was reading month and it was presented by the grade 5/6 class as they talked about a Canadian 

author named Sigmund Brouwer. In groups, they all present short skits and talked about each of the 

books. It was very well put on and we are thankful for the grade 5/6 on sharing their favourite books by 

Sigmund Brouwer with us. Students have been learning about elections and politics and apart of learning 

this the grade 3/4 and 11/12 classes participated in a student vote. This was very inspiring to many stu-

dents as this is such a huge role in our lives. Thank you to all the parents, staff and students for helping 

and taking time out of their busy schedules to help us further our education and making changes to our 

school, I am very excited to see how this year goes. Good luck to everyone with further quizzes and ex-

ams.  
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PRESCHOOL 

By: Mrs. Ponak 

If you’ve been down to the far 

end of the elementary wing of 

VCS in the past two months 

you’ll have seen and heard some 

preschoolers learning, creating 

and enjoying their new class-

room.  Tuesday and Thursday 

are preschool days with the 3 

year olds coming in the morning 

and the 4’s in the afternoon.  

Some of the children’s favourite 

activities are story-time, painting 

at the easel, making crafts and 

we can’t forget snack-time!  Our 

first field trip will be to Saska-

toon on October 29th to see a 

Hallowe’en Howl with Sylvia 

Chave at the Refinery.  All the 

preschoolers and their teacher, 

Mrs. Ponak, are looking forward 

to more learning, activities and 

adventures in the coming 

months at Viscount Central 

School. 

- - - 

KINDGERGARTEN 

By: Ms. Springer 

We are having lots of fun in Kinder-
garten! We have started our Jolly 
Phonics program, learning a new 
letter sound each day. The kids en-
joy the songs we sing to help them 
remember. We have finished our 

patterns unit, learning how to cre-
ate and find 2 and 3 element 
patterns! We are moving on to mas-
tering our numbers, exploring vari-
ous ways of learning. We are look-
ing forward to the snow and the 
upcoming learning that will be hap-
pening  

- - - 

GRADE ONE AND 

TWO 

By: The Grade One and Two Class 

In Grade One and Two Science 
we have been learning about 
animals.  We studied the life cy-
cle of many different animals.  
We learned about the life cycle 
of birds and even had a burrow-
ing owl named Sage from the 
Saskatoon Zoo Society come and 
visit.  We learned so much about 
owls that day!  We learned that 
owls can turn their heads all the 
way to their back.  We also 
learned that burrowing owls are 
small and live in places like go-
pher holes and they line these 
holes with cow patties!  Owls are 
carnivores and eat mice, snakes 
and grasshoppers.  Burrowing 
owls make the sound of a rattle-
snake to scare away predators.  
We appreciate the Junior SRC 
paying for this awesome class-
room visit!   

- - - 

GRADE THREE/

FOUR 

By: The Entire Class 

Our class is learning a lot about 
art!  Miss Springer teaches us 
Visual Art and we love using 
different mediums like pastels, 
paints, charcoal pencils and 
glitter.  We know and under-
stand the colour wheel, tints and 
shades and palettes.  Ms. Kir-
zinger teaches us dance and mu-
sic.  We start each day with a 
“wake-up and get your blood 
flowing” dance in our classroom.  
We enjoy the music and move-
ment.  We also learn folk dances 
and dance together in the gym.  
In Music, we are learning about 
the instruments and music of an 
orchestra.  Our Smart board and 
projector really help us because 
we can view videos and pictures.  
Soon we will start thinking about 
our play for the Christmas con-
cert. Part of our Drama learning 
is script writing!  

- - - 
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GRADE 5/6 

By: Martine Morelli and Kira Wignes  

In the past couple weeks the 

grade 5 and 6 classes have been 

helping the Kindergarten’s with 

art. We have done a fall scene 

with leaves and glitter. We also 

have made hand rainbows with 

paint using the Kindergarten’s 

hands! In Math, our class has 

been doing patterns and varia-

bles in equations and expres-

sions. In Social, we have been 

learning about the elections. We 

read articles and answered ques-

tions. We have had PE with Mr. 

Serke once a week on day 3’s. 

We play games like dodgeball, 

snowball tag and soccer. In Ca-

reer Ed., we have been learning 

about solving conflicts and why it 

is important to solve conflicts. 

- - - 

GRADE SEVEN/

EIGHT 

By: Mason and Carter 

The grade 7/8 class is making a 
bus evacuation video for the 
school. The Vico hockey team is 
almost ready to practice. The 
first practice for peewee is in 
Colonsay and the first practice 

for the bantam hockey team is in 
Watrous. The jr. boys volleyball 
team season is almost done. The 
Viscount 6 man football team 
has their last game on October 
16 and they are going to Out-
look.    

- - - 

GRADE NINE/TEN 

By: Mr. Serke / Ms. Andres 

The grade 9/10 students are 
getting well into the swing of 
working and being back in 
school. They are creating Rube 
Goldberg machines in Sci-
ence.  They are also reading 
scary stories and will soon be 
starting the new novel “Alive” in 
ELA. In Math, the grade 9 stu-
dents are working on polynomi-
als, and the grade 10’s are work-
ing on conversions, surface area 
and volume. They are working 
on Volleyball skills in Physical 
Education. Volleyball is wrapping 
up for the girls, and basketball 
will soon be starting. They are 
getting assignments handed in, 
and getting things ready for re-
port cards.  

   

- - - 

 

 

GRADE ELEVEN/

TWELVE 

By: Andi and Sarah 

The  Gr. 11/12’s lives have been 

ridiculously busy this last 

month.  Students have attended 

Health Link in Muenster and a 

career fair in Allan.  They have 

had a field trip to Manitou 

Springs to learn about reflexolo-

gy and hydrotherapy.  Football 

came to a close on a great first 

season and the team is enjoying 

their time off.  And last, Sr. Girl’s 

Volleyball conferences are com-

ing up on Saturday November 

7th, so wish us luck! 

 

- - - 
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HELPFUL TIPS FROM OUR LEARNING RESOURCE TEACHER 

By: Mrs. Frey                Reading Tips 

Give your child lots of opportunities to read aloud. Inspire your young reader to practice every day! The tips below 

offer some fun ways you can help your child become a happy and confident reader. Try a new tip each week. See 

what works best for your child.  

 Don’t leave home without it. Bring along a book or magazine any time your child has to wait, such as at a doc-

tor's office. Always try to fit in reading! 

 Once is not enough. Encourage your child to re-read favorite books and poems. Re-reading helps kids read 

more quickly and accurately. 

 Dig deeper into the story. Ask your child questions about the story you've just read. Say something like, “Why 

do you think Clifford did that?” 

 Take control of the television. It's difficult for reading to compete with TV and video games. Encourage reading 

as a free-time activity. 

 Be patient. When your child is trying to sound out an unfamiliar word, give him or her time to do so. Remind to 

child to look closely at the first letter or letters of the word. 

 Pick books that are at the right level. Help your child pick books that are not too difficult. The aim is to give your 

child lots of successful reading experiences. 

 Play word games. Have your child sound out the word as you change it from mat to fat to sat; from sat to sag to 

sap; and from sap to sip.  

 I read to you, you read to me. Take turns reading aloud at bedtime. Kids enjoy this special time with their par-

ents. 

 Gently correct your young reader. When your child makes a mistake, gently point out the letters he or she 

overlooked or read incorrectly. Many beginning readers will guess wildly at a word based on its first letter.  

 Talk, talk, talk! Talk with your child every day about school and things going on around the house. Sprinkle 

some interesting words into the conversation, and build on words you’ve talked about in the past.  

 Write, write, write! Ask your child to help you write out the grocery list, a thank you note to Grandma, or to 

keep a journal of special things that happen at home. When writing, encourage your child to use the letter and 

sound patterns he is learning at school. 

www.ColorinColorado.org  

- - - 
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